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Alcoa's Response to EPA CERCLA Section 104(e) Request for Information 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site, San Francisco, California 

Below is the response of Alcoa Inc., a Pennsylvania corporation with its principal office 
in New York, New York ("Alcoa"), to the letter dated October 15, 2009 from James Hanson, 
Chief, Enforcement and Removal Operations Section, Superfund Division, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA"), Region IX, to Klaus Kleinfeld, President and 
CEO of Alcoa, regarding the Yosemite Creek Superfund Site located in San Francisco, 
California (the "Site"). EPA alleges that the Site has been impacted by the former Bay Area 
Drum site located at 1212 Thomas Avenue in San Francisco, California ("Bay Area Drum 
Site"), which is the subject of EPA's request for information. EPA's October 15, 2009letter 
references Reynolds Metals Company ("Reynolds") as the "generator name." Reynolds, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Alcoa, is a Delaware corporation with its principal office in New 
York, New York. Alcoa acquired Reynolds in May 2000. Thus, for purposes of this 
response, Alcoa considers EPA's use of the term "Respondent" to include only Reynolds, its 
subsidiaries, divisions, affiliates, branches, and predecessors. 

Alcoa believes that EPA's October 15, 2009 request for information is vague, 
overbroad, unduly burdensome and, in certain contexts, may exceed EPA's statutory authority 
under section 1 04( e) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act, as amended ("CERCLA"). In addition, on May 22, 1992, the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control ("DTSC") sent Reynolds an information request 
regarding its transactions with the Bay Area Drum Company. DTSC's May 22, 1992 
information request is attached as Exhibit A to this response. Reynolds's June 19, 1992 
response to DTSC's information request is attached as Exhibit B to this response. Because 
EPA's request for information covers the same subject matter as DTSC' s 1992 inquiry, it is 
unnecessarily duplicative. 1 

Alcoa has conducted an extensive search for records and information from persons 
and files considered most likely to have relevant information regarding EPA's request for 
information. EPA seeks information dating back several decades; however, Reynolds's 
record retention policy for documents covered by EPA's request for information has long 
since expired. In addition, during this time period, Reynolds sold or transferred certain 
entities, and as a result, relevant documents regarding the operations of such entities were 
transferred in the normal course of business (and therefore not retained by Reynolds) as part 
of such transactions. This response does not constitute a waiver of the right to object to any 
future, additional, or supplemental requests covering the same or similar subject matter. 
Nothing contained in these responses and objections is intended as, or shall in any way be 
deemed, a waiver by Alcoa of any applicable privilege or doctrine. 

For ease of reference, EPA's numbered information requests (included as Enclosure B 
to its October 15, 20091etter) are shown below in bold followed by Alcoa's response. 

1 
Please note that Reynolds's 1992 response was limited to the facility known as the "San Francisco Can Plant." 

In 1998, two years prior to Alcoa acquiring Reynolds, Reynolds sold the former San Francisco Can Plant. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

1. Describe generally the nature of the business conducted by Respondent and identify 
the products manufactured, formulated, or prepared by Respondent throughout its 
history of operations. 

Alcoa is a global company operating in 31 countries that produces and manages 
primary aluminum, fabricated aluminum and alumina combined, through its active 
participation in all major aspects of the industry. Alcoa serves the aerospace, automotive, 
packaging, building and construction, commercial transportation and industrial markets, 
bringing design, engineering, production and other capabilities of Alcoa's businesses to 
customers. In addition to aluminum products and components including flat-rolled products, 
hard alloy extrusions, and forgings, Alcoa also markets Alcoa® wheels, fastening systems, 
precision and investment castings, and building systems. 

2. Provide the name (or other identifier) and address of any facilities where 
Respondent carried out operations between 1940 and 1988 (the "Relevant Time 
Period") and that: . 

a. ever shipped drums or other containers to the BAD Site for recycling, 
cleaning, reuse, disposal, or sale. 

Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 
2425 Whipple Road 
Hayward, California 94540 

b. are/were located in California (excluding locations where ONLY 
clericaVoffice work was performed); 

Reynolds Torrance Can Plant 
500 Crenshaw Boulevard 
Torrance, California 90509 

Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant 
2315 Dominguez Street 
Torrance, California 90508 

Reynolds West Coast End Plant 
3939 Cincinnati A venue 
Rocklin, California 95677 

Reynolds Aluminum Supply Company (RASCO) Fresno Facility 
Fresno, California 
Address Unknown-Closed prior to 1990 

RASCO Livermore Facility 
5476 Brisa Street 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

Livermore, California 94550 

RASCO Los Angeles Facility 
6446 East Washington Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90054 

RASCO San Diego Facility 
2300 Haffly Avenue 
National City, California 92050 

RASCO San Francisco Facility 
San Francisco, California 
Address Unknown-Closed prior to 1990 

Reynolds Aluminum Recycling Company 
9910 East 6th Street 
Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730 

Reynolds Aluminum Recycling Company 
40535 Albrae Street 
Fremont, California 94538 

Reynolds Los Angeles Recycling Center 
Los Angeles, California 
Address Unknown-Closed prior to 1990 

Reynolds Sacramento Recycling Center 
Sacramento, California 
Address Unknown-Closed prior to 1990 

Southern Graphics Systems ("SGS") Oakland Facility 
Oakland, California 
Address Unknown-Closed prior to 1990 

Alcoa has not located or identified information or records that indicate that the 
facilities identified in response to Request No. 2.b. engaged in any transactions with the 
former Bay Area Drum Company. 

c. are/were located outside of California and shipped any drums or other 
containers to California for recycling, cleaning, reuse, disposal, or sale (for · 
drums and containers that were shipped to California for sale, include in your 
response only transactions where the drums and containers themselves were 
an object of the sale, not transactions where the sole object of the sale was 
useful product contained in a drum or other container). 

3 



Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site· 
March 15, 2010 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records responsive to Request 
No. 2.c. Documents within the scope of this request have been destroyed in accordance with 
Reynolds's document retention policy. 

3. Provide a brief description of the nature of Respondent's operations at each Facility 
identified in your response to Question 2 (the "Facilities") including: 

a. the date such operations commenced and concluded; and 
b. the types of work performed at each location over time, including but not 

limited to the industrial, chemical, or institutional processes undertaken at 
each location. 

Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 

Between 1981 and 1984, the former San Francisco Can Plant reportedly sold 
1,338 empty drums to the Bay Area Drum Site. To the best of Alcoa's knowledge, the former 
Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant is the only Alcoa facility that had business transactions 
with the former Bay Area Drum Company. The former Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 
manufactured aluminum beverage and wine cans by a draw and iron process. Plant operations 
began in 1970. In 1998, two years prior to Alcoa acquiring Reynolds, Reynolds sold its North 
American aluminum beverage can operations to Ball Corporation ("Ball"), which included the 
San Francisco Can Plant. 

Reynolds Torrance Can Plant 

The former Torrance Can Plant manufactured aluminum beverage cans. Plant 
operations began in 1966. In 1998, Reynolds sold its North American aluminum beverage 
can operations to Ball, which included the Torrance Can Plant. 

Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant 

The former Torrance Extrusion Plant manufactured extruded aluminum shapes and 
tubing and fabricated solar collector panels. Plant operations commenced in 1961 and closed 
in 1993 approximately 7 years before Alcoa acquired Reynolds. 

Reynolds West Coast End Plant 

The former West Coast End Plant manufactured aluminum can ends. Plant operations 
commenced in 1980. In 1998, Reynolds sold its North American aluminum beverage can 
operations to Ball, which included the West Coast End Plant. 

Reynolds RASCO Facilities Listed in Response 2.b. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

RASCO, a former division of Reynolds, provided supply chain management of 
aluminum, stainless steel and other specialty metals to customers located in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. Integris Metals, a metals service center company that processes and 
distributes metals, was formed in November 2001 through the combination of RASCO and 
North American Metals Distribution, Inc. In January 2005, Integris Metals was sold to 
Ryerson Tull, Inc. Alcoa has not located or identified documents or records describing the 
types of work performed at the RASCO facilities indentified in Response 2.b., above. 

Reynolds Recycling Centers Listed in Response 2.b. 

The former Recycling Centers identified in Response 2.b., above, sorted, graded, and 
packaged used beverage cans. Such materials were likely sent from the recycling centers to 
melting and fabricating facilities located throughout the United States. In 1998, two years 
prior to Alcoa acquiring Reynolds, Reynolds sold its recycling centers division to Wise 
Recycling LLC. 

SGS Oakland Facility 

SGS, a former Reynolds subsidiary, provided design, pre-press, imaging and other 
graphic services to its customers. To the best of Alcoa's knowledge, the only SGS facility 
that operated in California was located in Oakland and was closed prior to 1990. In 
December 2005, Alcoa sold SGS to Citigroup Venture Capital Equity Partners. Alcoa has not 
located or identified documents or records describing the types of work performed at the 
former SGS facility indentified in Response 2.b., above. 

4. For each Facility, describe the types of records regarding the storage, production, 
purchasing, and use of Substances of Interest ("SOl") during the Relevant Time 
Period that still exist and the periods of time covered by each type of record. 

EPA's "Information Request Definitions," in its October 15, 2009 request for 
information, defines "Substance of Interest" or "SOl" as all contaminants of concern 
("COC"), which include lead, zinc, mercury, dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane ("DDT"), 
chlordane, dieldrin, and polychlorinated biphenyls ("PCBs"), as well as, hydraulic oils and 
transformer oils. 

Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former Reynolds 
San Francisco Can Plant stored, produced or purchased any SOl during the Relevant 
Time Period. 

Reynolds Torrance Can Plant 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former Reynolds 
Torrance Can Can Plant stored, produced or purchased any SOl during the Relevant 
Time Period. 

Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former Reynolds 
Torrance Extrusion Plant stored, produced or purchased any SOl during the Relevant 
Time Period. 

Reynolds West Coast End Plant 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former Reynolds 
West Coast End Plant stored, produced or purchased any SOl during the Relevant 
Time Period. 

Reynolds RASCO Facilities Listed in Response 2.b. 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former Reynolds 
RASCO facilities listed in Response 2.b., above, stored, produced or purchased any SOl 
during the Relevant Time Period. 

Reynolds Recycling Centers Listed in Response 2.b. 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or r~cords indicating that the former Reynolds 
Recycling Centers listed in Response 2.b., above, stored, produced or purchased any SOl 
during the Relevant Time Period. 

SGS Oakland Facility 

Alcoa has not identified any documents or records indicating that the former SGS 
facility located in Oakland, California stored, produced or purchased any SOl during the 
Relevant Time Period. 

5. Did Respondent ever (not just during the Relevant Time Period) produce, purchase, 
use, or store one of the COCs (including any substances or wastes containing the 
COCs) at any of the Facilities? State the factual basis for your response. 

EPA's "Information Request Definitions," in its October 15, 2009 request for 
information, defines the term "COC" as lead, zinc, mercury, DDT, chlordane, dieldrin, 
and PCBs. 

Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Y osem.ite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant produced, purchased, used or stored any COC's. 

Reynolds Torrance Can Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Torrance Can Plant produced, purchased, used or stored any COC's. 

Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant produced, purchased, used or stored any COC' s. 

Reynolds West Coast End Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds West Coast End Plant produced, purchased, used or stored any COC's. 

Reynolds RASCO Facilities Listed in Response 2.b. 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds RASCO facilities listed in Response 2.b., above, produced, purchased, used or 
stored any COC's. 

Reynolds Recycling Centers Listed in Response 2.b. 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Recycling Centers listed in Response 2.b., above, produced, purchased, used or 
stored any COC's. 

SGS Oakland Facility 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
SGS facility located in Oakland, California produced, purchased, used or stored any COC's. 

6. If the answer to Question 5 is yes, identify each COC produced, purchased, used, or 
stored at each Facility. 

Not applicable. 

7. If the answer to Question 5 is yes, identify the time period during which each COC 
was produced, purchased, used, or stored at each Facility. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

Not applicable. 

8. If the answer to Question 5 is yes, identify the average annual quantity of each COC 
produced, purchased, used, or stored at each Facility. 

Not applicable. 

9. If the answer to Question 5 is yes, identify the volume of each COC disposed by the 
Facility annually and describe the method and location of disposal. 

Not applicable. 

10. Did Respondent ever (not just during the Relevant Time Period) produce, purchase, 
use, or store hydraulic oil or transformer oil at any of the Facilities? State the factual 
basis for your response to this question. 

Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds San Francisco Can Plant produced, used, or stored any hydraulic oil or transformer 
oil. According to Reynolds's June 19, 1992 response letter to DTSC (attached as Exhibit B to 
this response), prior to the drums being emptied, cleaned and sold to the Bay Area Drum 
Company, such drums contained petroleum-based process and lubrication oils. 

Reynolds Torrance Can Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Torrance Can Plant produced, used, or stored any hydraulic oil or transformer oil. 

Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Torrance Extrusion Plant produced, used, or stored any hydraulic oil or transformer 
oil. 

Reynolds West Coast End Plant 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds West Coast End Plant produced, used, or stored any hydraulic oil or transformer oil. 

Reynolds RASCO Facilities Listed in Response 2.b. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Y osernite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds RASCO facilities listed in Response 2.b., above, produced, used, or stored any 
hydraulic oil or transformer oil. 

Reynolds Recycling Centers Listed in Response 2.b. 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
Reynolds Recycling Centers listed in Response 2.b., above, produced, used, or stored any 
hydraulic oil or transformer oil. 

SGS Oakland Facility 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records indicating that the former 
SGS facility located in Oakland, California produced, used, or stored any hydraulic oil or 
transformer oil. 

11. If the answer to Question 10 is yes, identify each specific type of hydraulic oil and 
transformer oil produced, purchased, used, or stored at each Facility. 

Not applicable. 

12. If the answer to Question 10 is yes, identify the time period during which each type 
of hydraulic oil and transformer oil was produced, purchased, used, or stored. 

Not applicable. 

13. If the answer to Question 10 is yes, identify the average annual quantity of each type 
hydraulic oil and transformer oil purchased, produced, used, or stored at each 
Facility. 

Not applicable. 

14. If the answer to Question 10 is yes, identify the volume of each hydraulic oil and 
transformer oil disposed by the Facility annually and describe the method and 
location of disposal. 

Not applicable. 

15. Provide the following information for each SOl (SOls include any substance or waste 
containing the SOl) identified in your responses to Questions 5 and 10: 

a. Describe briefly the purpose for which each SOl was used at the Facility. If 
there was more than one use, describe each use and the time period for each 
use; 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

b. Identify the supplier(s) of the SOls and the time period during which they 
supplied the SOls, and provide copies of all contracts, service orders, shipping 
manifests, invoices, receipts, canceled checks and other documents pertaining 
to the procurement of the SOl; 

c. State whether the SOls were delivered to the Facility in bulk or in closed 
containers, and describe any changes in the method of delivery over time; 

d. Describe how, where, when, and by whom the containers used to store the 
SOls (or in which the SOls were purchased) were cleaned, removed from the 
Facility, and/or disposed of, and describe any changes in cleaning, removal, or 
disposal practices over time. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No.4, above. 

16. For each SOl delivered to the Facilities in closed containers, describe the containers, 
including but not limited to: 

a. the. type of container (e.g. 55 gal. drum, tote, etc.); 
b. whether the containers were new or used; and 
c. if the containers were used, a description of the prior use of the container. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No.4, above. 

17. For each container that Respondent used to store a SOl or in which SOls were 
purchased ("Substance-Holding Containers" or "SHCs") that was later removed 
from the Facility, provide a complete description of where the SHCs were sent and 
the circumstances under which the SHCs were removed from the Facility. 
Distinguish between the Relevant Time Period and the time period since 1988, and 
describe any changes in Respondent's practices over time. 

Not applicable. To the best of Alcoa's knowledge, no SOl's were produced, used, or 
stored at the facilities identified in response to Request No.2, above. Thus, Alcoa does not 
believe that any such facilities used any SHC' s. 

18. For each SHC that was removed from the Facility, describe Respondent's contracts, 
agreements, or other arrangements under which SHCs were removed from the 
Facility, and identity all parties to each contract, agreement, or other arrangement 
described. Distinguish between the Relevant Time Period and the time period since 
1988. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No. 17, above. 

19. For each SHC, provide a complete explanation regarding the ownership of the SHC 
prior to delivery, while onsite, and after it was removed from the Facility. 
Distinguish between the Relevant Time Period and the time period since 1988, and 
describe any changes in Respondent's practices over time. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No. 17, above. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

20. Identify all individuals who currently have, and those who have had, responsibility 
for procurement of Materials at the Facilities. Also provide each individual's job 
title, duties, dates performing those duties, current position or the date of the 
individual's resignation, and the nature of the information possessed by each 
individual concerning Respondent's procurement of Materials. 

Alcoa has not located or identified any documents or records responsive to Request 
No.20. 

21. Describe how each type of waste containing any SOls was collected and stored at the 
Facilities prior to disposal/recycling/sale/transport, including: 

a. the type of container in which each type of waste was placed/stored; 
b. how frequently each type of waste was removed from the Facility; 

Distinguish between the Relevant Time Period and the time period since 1988, and 
describe any changes in Respondent's practices over time. 

Not applicable. See responses to Request Nos. 4 and 17, above. 

22. Describe the containers used to remove each type of waste containing any SOls from 
the Facilities, including but not limited to: 

a. the type of container (e.g. 55 gal. drum, dumpster, etc.); 
b. the colors of the containers; 
c. any distinctive stripes or other markings on those containers; 
d. any labels or writing on those containers (including the content of those 

labels); 
e. whether those containers were new or used; and 
f. if those containers were used, a description of the prior use of the container; 

Distinguish between the Relevant Time Period and the time period since 1988, and 
describe any changes in Respondent's practices over time. 

Not applicable. See responses to Request Nos. 4 and 17, above. 

23. For each type of waste generated at the Facilities that contained any of the SOls, 
describe Respondent's contracts, agreements, or other arrangements for its disposal, 
treatment, or recycling and identify all parties to each contract, agreement, or other 
arrangement described. State the ownership of waste containers as specified under 
each contract, agreement, or other arrangement described and the ultimate 
destination or use for such containers. Distinguish between the Relevant Time 
Period and the time period since 1988, and describe any changes in Respondent's 
practices over time. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No.4, above. 

24. Identify all individuals who currently have, and those who have had, responsibility 
for Respondents environmental matters (including responsibility for the disposal, 
treatment, storage, recycling, or sale of Respondent's wastes and SH Cs ). Provide the 
job title, duties, dates performing those duties, supervisors for those duties, current 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 1 04( e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

position or the date of the individual's resignation, and the nature of the information 
possessed by such individuals concerning Respondent's waste management. 

To the best of Alcoa's knowledge, only the San Francisco Can Plant sold empty and 
clean drums to the Bay Area Drum Site. Attached as Exhibit C to this response is a list of all 
Alcoa employees that, to the best of Alcoa's knowledge, have, or previously had, 
responsibility for environmental matters at Reynolds's facilities located in the United States. 

25. Did Respondent ever purchase drums or other containers from a drum recycler or 
drum reconditioner? If yes, identify the entities or individuals from which 
Respondent acquired such drums or containers. 

Alcoa has not located or identified documents or records responsive to Request 
No.25. 

26. Prior to 1988, did Respondent always keep its waste streams that contained SOls 
separate from its other waste streams? 

Not applicable. See response to Request No.4, above. 

27. Identify all removal and remedial actions conducted pursuant to the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42, U.S.C. § 9601 et seq., 
or comparable state law; all corrective actions conducted pursuant to the Resource 
CQnservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. § 6901 et seq.; and all cleanups conducted 
pursuant to the Toxic Substances Control Act, 15 U.S.C. § 2601 et seq. where (a) one 
of the COCs was addressed by the cleanup and (b) at which Respondent paid a 
portion of cleanup costs or performed work. Provide copies of all correspondence 
between Respondent and any federal or state government agency that (a) identifies a 
COC and (b) is related to one of the above-mentioned sites. 

Alcoa has not located or identified documents or records responsive to Request 
No.27. 

28. Provide all records of communication between Respondent and Bay Area Drum 
Company, Inc.; Meyers Drum Company; A.W. Sorich Bucket and Drum Company; 
Waymire Drum Company, Inc.; Waymire Drum and Barrel Company, Inc.; Bedini 
Barrels Inc.; Bedini Steel Drum Corp.; Bedini Drum; or any other person or entity 
that owned or operated the facility located at 1212 Thomas A venue, in the City and 
County of San Francisco, California. 

Alcoa has not located or identified documents or records responsive to Request 
No. 28. 

29. Identify the time periods regarding which Respondent does not have any records 
regarding the SOls that were produced, purchased, used, or stored at the Facilities. 

Not applicable. See response to Request No.4, above. 
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Alcoa Response to EPA CERCLA 104(e) Request 
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site 
March 15, 2010 

30. Provide copies of all documents containing information responsive to the previous 
twenty-nine questions and identify the questions to which each document is 
responsive. 

Attached as Exhibit D to this response are copies of all documents responsive to 
EPA's request for information. These documents date back to the early 1980s and would 
normally be destroyed in accordance with Reynolds's document retention policy. However, 
they have been retained as part of the file related to DTSC' s 1992 inquiry. 

Alcoa believes these responses, including the exhibits hereto, are responsive to EPA's 
request for information. Alcoa would be pleased to assist you further, if necessary. 
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STATE OF CALJI=ORNIA- ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY PETE WILSON. Govern 

DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL 
ReGION 2 
700 HEINZ AVE., SUITE 200 
BERKELEY, CA 94710·2737 

Mike Gilbert 
Administr~tive Manager 
Reynolds Metals Company 
2425 Whipple Rd. 
Hayward, CA 94540 

Dear Mr. Gilbert: 

May 22, 1992 

This letter is to request information regarding Reynolds 
Metals Company's past business relationship with the Bay 
Area Drum company (BADC) that .operated at 1212 Thomas 
Avenue, San Francisco. our records indicate that Reynolds 
Metals Company sent drums to the BADC site. The purpose of 
this letter is to request information from companies who did 
business with the Bay Area Drum Company to obtain 
information regarding the type and quantity of hazardous 
substances that were sent to the BADC site. 

The Department is interested in the nature of transactions 
between Reynolds Metals Company and BACC. Please answer the 
following questions as specifically as possible: 

1) The approximate number of drums shipped to BADC between 
1948 through 1987. 

2) The nature of the substances contained in subject drums 

3) The type and capacity of each drum 

4) The disposition of subject drums after the substances 
were used 

5) The residual level in each drum after they were shipped 
o·ffsite 

6) Methods used to determine the residual levels in each 
drum 

7) Were drums sent to the BADC for reconditioning? 

8) Were drums sent to the BADC for disposal? 

Please provide responses to the aforementioned questions 
within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter. 
Compliance with the information request set forth is 
mandatory pursuant to sections 25185.6, 25358.1 and 25358.3 
of the California Health and Safety Code. Failure to · 
respond fully and truthfully to the information request may 
resul~ in enforcement action by the Department, subject to 



the penalties allowed under sections 25189, 25189.2, 25191 
and 25367 of the Health and Safety Code. The penalty 
provided is up to $25,000 for each violation and up to 
$25,000 per day for each day that the violation continues. 
Please be further advised that provision of false, 
fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations may 
subject you to criminal penalties. 

Please send your response to: Monica Gan 
Cal-EPA, Dept. of Toxic 
Substances Control 
700 Heinz Ave. Bldq. F 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

I can be contacted at (510) 540-3767 if you have any 
questions regarding this matter. 

cc: susan Bertken 

sincerely, 

Monica Gan, 
staff services Analyst 
site Mitigation Branch 

senior staff .Attorney 
Dept. of Toxic Substances Contro~ 
P.O. Box 806, 
sacramento, CA 95814 
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REYNOLDS ME'.rALS COMPANY 

LAN OEMRTMENT 

6601 W. BROAD STREET • RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23230-1701 
MAIUNC ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 27003 • RICHMOND, VtRCJNIA 23261-7003 

Tel. (804) 281-4753 

VIA DHL WORLDWIDE 

June 19, 1992 

Ms. Monica Gan 
cal-EPA, Department of Toxic 
Substances Control 
700 Heinz Avenue, Building F 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

RE: Bay Area Drum Company ("BADC") 

Dear Ms. Gan: 

m.EX: 442•7015 REYI.IW 
T£L£COP¥. tii04)28Mi'40 

CABlE! REYMm::O 

This letter is in response to your letter to Mike Gilbert of 
Reynolds Metals Company ( 11Reynolds") dated May 22, 1992, in which 
you requested certain information concerning the above-named 
site. 

Reynolds is interested in cooperating with both the Cal-EPA 
and with the other potentially responsible parties regarding the 
proposed actions for the Site. This willingness to cooperate, 
however, should not be taken as an admission of liability or 
responsibility regarding the site. 

Please direct future correspondence on this matter directly 
to me at the following address: 

James E. McKinnon, Esquire 
Reynolds Metals Company 
6601 West Broad street 
Richmond, Virginia 23230 

The following is Reynolds' response to the Department's 
request for information. Reynolds has limited its response to 
its San Francisco Can Plant ("the plant"), 2425 Whipple Road, 
Hayward, CA 94540. 



Ms. Monica Gan 
Page 2 
June 19, 1992 

Question 1: 

Mswer 1: 

Question 2: 

Answer 2: 

Question 3: 

AnsWer 3: 

Question 4: 

Answer 4: 

Question s: 

Answer s: 

Question 6: 

Answer 6: 

The approximate number of drums shipped to BADC 
between 1948 through 1987. 

Reynolds' documents indicate 1,328 drums were 
purchased and transported by BADC. Reynolds has 
no knowledge if these drums were delivered to the 
Site. 

The nature of the substances contained in subject 
drums. 

Reynolds sold empty drums to BADC. Prior to the 
drums being emptied, they most likely contained 
petroleum-based process and lubrication oils or a 
washer solution containing a diluted solution of 
either sulfuric or hydrofluoric acid. 

The type and capacity of each drum. 

The capacity of each of the drums was 55 gallons. 
According to the attached documents, the type of 
drums were scrap lined drums, scrap unlined drums, 
and scrap plastic drums. 

The disposition of subject drums after substances 
were used. 

In qeneral, as much of the substances as possible 
were removed from the drums. The drums were 
stored from approximately 30-120 days in the drum 
yard. The drum yard was outside the plant, but 
within the plant property boundaries. 

The residual level in each drum after they were 
shipped offsite. 

Reynolds emptied the drums as much as possible of 
all substances. one current employee recalls that 
BADC would not buy any drums from Reynolds with 
any liquids in the drums. 

Methods used to determine the residual levels in 
each drum. 

Reynolds visually determined that the drums were 
empty. 
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JUN-11-1992 ae:es FROM Rr'C CCH=' ENJIRON CONTRa.. TO 
.. • • 

3'740 P.02 

• 
8 . .. 

San Francisco Can Plant 

FROII: 1111ce Dilber't 

TO: lob JlaJ.l • 2'o~r.uce Cu lilt 

COPY: V. TaTJO~ - CDH~, C. Boat~~l8b~ ~ B-~·1, 
R. W.tn.scoa, K. IHI&J. - S.P., Can Pl.t 

DATE & SUBJECT: l•l•lt BaT A~e& Drum SJte - Disposed Drums 

A• a roJJo~-u~ to my memo ot 6•6•9Z ~ega~d1Q8 subJect slt• Jnvestj
sat.!ol'Ja pl•a•e LJ.nd below .i.rt-plA.Dt reCOI'd b.J.str:>.r7 of BNC San Franc.isoo 
C•n Plt shJpmencs ot disposed d~um• to •ubJ•cC stee. AJ•o, pJ•••• 
~J.nd 4ttBC.hed NSO d"ou.eents.t1o~ for suppo~t o~ ••ch s.b1pa•Jlt .• 

Please kaow bel~~ shlpments ~~pr•s•nt • ~•cord s•&rch trom ~An~•~7 
1981. through D&cembezt l981. Plant r-ecord• p~JOZ' to lSSZ bave .bee-.a 
deatrored per Corpora:e ~cord Retention ~eet~ce Li•t•1 and there-
~ore, not avaJJable. · · 

Bay Area D~um records tro• l9T8 th~ougb 118? •r• •vaJJ&bJ• at tbe 
Dep•rtme~t o~ ~o%Jc $ubstaaces Cont~oJ. 

ShJp Date NJsc Sh1p Ord•r I Drum A•t ........ ______ _ 
fll-18-Bl 
07-3l-Sl. 
OB-88-Bl 
ll-J.3-8l 
03-ll-88 
08-J 1-BZ 
06-13-SI 
J.O-lJ-81 
03-01.-81 
08•30•83 
l..Z•II-14 

CNJC-$4•1691. 
CNK-54•69JI 
CNK-14·8941 
CNK-54•1010 
tNK•64-6Z09 
CNK-ll4-63l0 
CNK-!S4•611S 
CNK-$4..-6501 
CNK-14-6871. 
CNK•I4•6975 
CNK•84•1SZI 

--------.. 
10 

l88 
148 
liO 
l3J 
l56 

gg 
14 
4'1 
15 

lSD 

YOS04305 



• • 
~he totAJ amount o~ drvaa shipped during thJa perlod et"als J,ISS. 

Plea•e kno~ lnrormatjon conce~nJft6 the tT;• ot reaJdu• aate~Jala ln 
the drums la not ascerta~nabJe on HSO do~umentstlon. 

G1ven the conslate~cy ot shipment• tn 198l and l98R, drums ~·~• 
~robablr •htpped Co subJeot 8Jte grior to Z98l. 

Please know the Stace ha• ~e~uested r turn ove~ alJ JD£ormat1oD on 
·rl.J.e regardJ.n6 shlgmencs to 'the s1te f'rom 1948 through ZS81. Please 
~jnd 4tta~bed Je~ter. fh• deAdJt~• d&t• £0~ submi~tAl 1• Ju~e az, 
ZSSJ,. I 

·Please adv1se next plano~ act1on. 

Thank rou. 

Hi.ke Gi.~bert 

TOTFL P.B3 

YOS04306 
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UNIT 
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$5.00/ea 
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AlE OF .. SCRAP· DRUMS 
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$5.00/ea 
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~ . .~ .. 

*'···oo'·r 
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PCHASED 0 tNVINTOflY 
N~ 

Date 6 -~~-~~-~~8' ~·--~~--~-'~ 
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